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Nenn of SCOTLAND. i 


| HEN a ſenſible Eng li "Oman cravels thro? i 
\ * the Lothians, he il ſee every Where 


cultivated Lands, rich Corn Fields, good N 1 
Inſtruments of Husbandry, green In- - } 


| ' cloſures, Flocks and Herds of a good Size ; he will 
ſee few Marks of Poverty and Slavery: So pronoun- 
ces it a 2 Country. 


But when he takes his 


$8 Courſe ong the Northern Coalts of Scotland, a dif- 


ferent 4A 


fed an 


E ed: 


* 


ferent Proſpet opens on his Eye; he obſerves a 
tolerable good Surface of Earth, but badly culti- 
vated Corn Fields, ill plowed, and coarſly dreſſed, 
rude and ill contrived Inſtruments of Husbandry, 
few Incloſures, and all the Horſes, Cows and Sheep 
of a diminutive Size. The Northern, Commons 
will ger to him Men of dejected Looks, poorly 


tages, he will be thoroughly convinced of their Po- 
+ verty and Miſery ; accordingly, all Exgliſpmen talk 
of the Northern Scots as poor Slaves, and of the 

Country as the moſt wretched that can be imagin- 
Several Scots Gentlemen who have made 


& the Tour of the North, give quite different Accounts 


of it at their Return to Edinburgh. They ride thro? 


the North of Scotland for Health and Pleaſure; 
_ as they make only a ſhort Stay, they are entertain- 


ae with the greateſt Hoſpitality by all whom they 
gc to viſit. From this Sen alone they 
judge of che whole County. 8 

| it thoſe Gentlemen were to publiſh Accounts of 
their Travels, they would contain neither more nor 


- leg than the Tour thro' North Britain.——It is a 


* Weakneſs common to all Travellers, that they judge 
of a Country from the few, and not from the 


E Multicude; they think and ſpeak of nothing ex- 
ceept their own Entertainment in different Places; 
they tell us of agreeable. Landſkips, of beautiful 
or magnificent Scenes, and of fine Seats ; but they 


7.4” » 


know little of the State of Trade, Agriculture and 
Liberty. The Civility and Complaiſance of the Nor- 

thern Commons has been much extolled by Stran- 
gers; and indeed their Behaviour is not by far ſo 
_ revpt{ as that of the Latian Carmen, or the Seceders 
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meinly cloathed { If he goes into their Cot» | 


1 1 
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dus of their Liberty; whereas the former are render- 


Servility. -: | TH 3 
No Northern | Scotſman, however partial to his 
Country, will deny any of the following Aſſertions. 


The arable Grounds in the North of Scotland are 


not laboured to the beſt Advantage. They fow 


e 


ef Fife. But the Difference ariſes from this ſingle 
- Circumſtance, The latter are free Men, and conſci- - 


ed pliant by Oppreſſion, and inured to the utmoſt. 


few Peaſe; and leſs Wheat: Their Bear and Oats are 


of the coarſeſt Kind, the Bear ſmall and rough, and 


the Oats black. They uſe the worſt and moſt hun- 


of their Grain for Seed, they know not what 
it is to reſt or fallow their Corn Grounds ; their Rid- 


ges are often ſeparated by Spots of Graſs, by 


Stones, and ſmall Rocks, which may be eaſily remo- 


ved. One may frequently ſee Fields equally good. 
in all Places, and of forty Acres extent, in which, 
by Means of theſe Impediments, they could ſow no 
more than four Bolls of Oats, one Third of the In- 
creaſe of which is commonly deſtroyed by Cattle, 


feeding in the Spots of Graſs betwixt the Ridges. 


Their Plows and Harrows are. of the coarſeſt Kind; 5 


in many Parts they uſe a ſmall Plow with one Stilt, 


which makes ſo little Impreſſion, and ſuch an une - 


qual Fur, tkat they are obliged to delve with Spades; 


and where they uſe light or Timber - teeth d Har. 
rows, they are obliged to reduce the Clods with 
| Mells. They have few Wheel Carriages, and thoſe 
of the da M Mm ⁊ ont. 
Their Graſs Grounds are rarely incloſed, and ly 


moſtly in Commonties ; they ſow no Cloyer or 


Rye-grals, nor are they in the leaſt careful to im 
| prove the Breed of Horſes, Cows, and Sheep, which 


are 
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are all little and poor. Their Flocks and Herds are 
in many Places unattended by an Herdſman. 
All the Lands from Perth to the moſt diſtant of 
the Scots Ules, are capable of great Improvements ; 
to ſay that they could be increaſed to one Third 


It is no uſeleſs Employment to inveſtigate the 
Cauſes of the flow Advances of Agriculture in 


the North of Scotland, and to expoſe them to the 
View of the Publick; for when the Cauſes of any 
Malady are once well aſcertained, the proper Reme- - 


dies can be more effectually applied.  _ 

The firſt general Cauſe of Non-improvement, 
is to be found in thoſe national Manners, which 
reſult from the Nature of the Conſtiturion. _ 
The antient Government of Scot/and was an ill- con- 
. trivedAriſtocracy, neither ſo good, nor ſo well defin- 


eld as that of Poland. The Genius of the Nation was 
warlike, and we had one powerful, and almoſt con- 


ſtant Enemy, our neighbouring Nation of England; 
very powerful Suceours were often ſent to our Al- 


les the French. When we had Peace with England, 
© rhe martial Genius of the Nation was, by the un- 
happy Defects of the Conſtitution, fatally turned a- 
gainſt irſelf. - The Nobility and great Families, | 
whoſe Lands were contiguous, never wanted Pre- 


rences of Plea and Litigation; the Bent of thoſe 


Times inclined them to diſpute their Cauſe by the = 
Sword, rather than appeal to publick Juſtice, which 


had nor Power ſufficient to inforce its own Deciſi · 


ons. The Hiſtory of Scotland is full of theſe Broils | 


and Diſſentions; all the Traditions and Ballads in 
the North refer ro the Wars, Duels, and Inroads 
of the different Chieftains. This unhappy and dif- 
- tracted State of Scotland was owing to _ OY 
2 * n ower 


greater Value, would be ſomewhat below the Truth, | 
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power of the Kings, and their frequently diſputed 
Titles, to the Want of Vigour in the Adminiſtrati- 
on of Affairs, to the feeble and partial Exerciſe of 
| Juſtice, and to the great Powers of the Nobles in 
thoſe military Ages. In ſuch a Situation, it was the 
Intereſt of every Chief to keep a ſteady Eye on his, 
Neighbour's Conduct, and to have as great a Num- 
ber of Men, as his Lands could maintain, to defend 
| himſelf, or to annoy his Enemy as his different Oc- 


3} cafions require. - Af 3 
In conſequence of chis political Principle, the 
bolding of every Tenant was of no greater Extent, 
than what was barely ſufficient to maintain his Fa- 
mily, and he was at his Landlord's Command in all 
| Infurrefions. We can ſtill trace many Uſages from 
the barbarous Policy of theſe Times. We frequent- - 
ſee great Villages, poſſeſſed by ſmall Tenants and 
euars, near the Ruins of old Caſtles, in order to 
have Defence at Hand in caſe of a ſudden Attack. — 
We frequently ſee the Marks of Furrows on the 
| | Sides of ſteep Hills, which ought never to have 
L deen in Tillage: This was, no doubt, to increaſe 
the Number of Vaſſals, with which, Power and the 
' |} Preſervation of Property were ſo intimately con- 
From the Acceſſion of Zames VI. to the Crown of + 
England, until the Union of the two Kingdoms in 1707 ꝶ¹1[UBn 
there was no remarkable Change in Scot/and, in fa- 
Vvour of Agriculture or Trade, altho' the Feuds be- 
twixt the great Families had ſubſided very much, 
and all Europe ſeemed inclined to cultivate the Arts 
of Peace. Hiſtory will inform us, that this was 
owing to the low Politicks of James VI; who re- 
gardeq the Riches and Improvement of Scotland 
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tarded the Progreſs of all Indu 
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21 


as Matters of ſmall Importance, when compared to 


bis favourite Scheme of bringing this Kingdom to 


an Uniformity in Religion with Eng/and. ——The 


civil Wars in the following Reign, the Tyranny of 


Lauderdale, and the frequent Commotions, on ac- 
count of Religion, in the * of Charles II. re- 
9 


James II. was inglorious and ſhort.— Wil- 
liam and his Engliſb Miniſtry underſtood nothing of 
the Conſtitution of Scotland; and it was not the In- 


tereſt of any Scots Nobleman to inform them of 1 
it, leſt he might have leſſened his own: Power. 


All Improvements in Scotland were for many As 


3 ges confined to a few Incloſures near Gentlemens 
GSeats, begun and finiſhed by the Services of Te- 


nants, rigorouſly exacted, and often illegally forced 


from them by the moſt ſevere Threatnings. Our 
Intercourſe with England after the Union, ſeemed 


to be favourable to the Progreſs of Agriculture, 
which before that Period was as little underſtood: in 
Eaſt Lothian, as it is now in Lochaber, Gaithneſs,' or 
any of the Iſles. The Union, at the ſame Time 


that it curbed the Power of the Nobles, and in - 
creaſed the Liberty of the Commons, turned the 


Bent of the Nation to the milder Arts of Peace and 


Induſtry: Yer in the Courſe of near fifty Years, tage 
Face of Scotland is as wild and uncultivated as ever, 
except in the Lothians, Merſe and Fife,” One Reaſon 


of which is, that the old Maxims of Policy remain 


with moſt of the Landlords: Power and Dominion | 
are flattering Objects to the human Mind; when |} 
Tenants are numerous and dependent, the Land- 
lord enjoys all the Fruits of their Labour and In- 


duſtry, and the unhappy Slaves render them 4 4 


The Reign of | 
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of Weight and Conſequence in turbulent and ſtor- 
my Times. In Places where the Military Spirit 
has been long loſt, a cruel and fantaſtick Power is 
affected over the Tenants, and a Species of Domi- 
nation prevails, ſo far from being worthy of a ge- 
nerous Mind, that it is more contemptible than 
the Power exerciſed by the Kings of Gypſies and 
Beggars. VVV 3 
Much Miſchief has been cauſed by the Power of 
Highland Clans, but their Vaſſals were not in the 
7 worſt Condition, becauſe the Tyranny over Milita- 
ry Men muſt be more mild, as the Chiefs depend 
on their Courage, and faithful Attachment to them, 
= in caſe of a Rebellion or Inſurrection. The Name, 
Alliance and Relation help not a little ta mitigate 
the Tyranny of Chieftains. The common 5 


| E 

| landers look briſker, and have more Spirit than Fe 

| Lowland Peaſants ; they are more dangerous to their 
Country, but they are much happier, braver, and 

| FF fight better. In the late Rebellion, the Lowlanders 

5 #t fſefved only to make up the Number, and render a 
1 greater Force neceſſary to defeat the Clans: But 

, in the Lowland Northern Coaſt, where there is no 

= Conſideration ſufficient to check Avarice, the Com- 

| 3 mons are more wretched than any Eaſtern Slaves. 

> | Had Liberty been well underſtood at the Union, 

f or had the Rights of the People been duly aſſerted, 

z }_ heritable Juriſdictions would have been then abro- 

8 gated; this was not done till forty Vears afterwards: 

; And if the Government does not 2 ſome Encou- 

1 rage ment to Agriculture, the Confequences of thole _ 
p Juriſdictions may retard all induſtrious Improvement, 

. for forty Years to come. Power, and a Love of | 
, Dominion on the Side wy the Great, Ignofance, and © 


1 ] 


a ſervile Habit of Life among the Commons, will 
long continue Things in their wonted Courſe; old 
 Uſages however pernicious, are of more Reſpect 
among the Vulgar, than new Laws, which aboliſh 
theſe Uſages. „ F 
Another great Impediment to the Progreſs of A- 
griculture, is the ſhort Term of Leaſes.— At an A- 
verage, all the Tacks of Farms in Scotland are un- 
der Roe Years. Every ſenſible Farmer knows, that 


no Improvement can be finiſhed in ſo ſhort a Time : 
No conſiderable Improvement can be made, or 


ought in Prudence to be made, on a Farm of the 
ordinary Leaſe of nineteen Years : By reaſon of the 


Shortneſs of Leaſes, the Farmer is r e = - 


the Mercy of his Maſter ; Graſſums are every where 
demanded, and it is much if Tenants can regain 


_ theſe, during the Term of their Tacks. There are | 
frequently irritant Clauſes in Tacks, and the Tenant 
is not only afraid, but utterly unable to diſpute 
theſe with his Maſter : In ſuch Circumſtances the 


Farmer muſt affect Poverty, as much as he can; and 


if he ſhould lay out any of his ſmall Gain, to increaſe 
his Farm-ſtock, or to improve his Lands, which is | 


the moſt natural Application of it, he would only 
obtain by it an heightening of his Rent, perhaps 


he would be removed from his Farm. This makes 
him careleſs of all Improvement, and he very wiſe- 


ly eats and drinks the Overplus of his Crop, be- 


_ cauſe his Maſter would get it, if he ſaved it. Ma- 
ſters often pick Quarrels and Pleas with a thriving 
Tenant, they oblige him to compound by giving | 
ſome Compliment ; and what may ſeem ſtrange, it 
has been often the only aſſignable Reafon for turn- 


ing him out, that he paid his Rent too punctually. 
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This was affecting too much Independence, and in- 
deed it is generally wiſe to depend more on the 
Favour of a Landlord, than on one's own Induftry: 
| The general Maxim in the North is, Keep the Com- 
mons dependent, and as much in their Maſter's 


Power as you can. 5 2 


1 — 
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Another Impediment of 2 this, In 
many Counties the arable Lands lye runrig.—I have 
known ſixty Farmers on a thouſand Acres, of whom 
not one had one fourth of an Acre in one Place. 


| This is an effectual Bar to all good Husbandry, for 


no Tenant can introduce a Method of Farming dif- 
ferent from his Neighbours. All muſt: ſow and reap 


at the ſame time; they can neither fallow nor in- 


cloſe their Grounds ; and they labour at a far greater 
Expence than is neceſſary. ag 


In military Times, this Practice engaged all the 


Villagers, in the Defence of the common Property: 
But in our Days nothing can be imagined ſo abſurd 


as to continue Corn- fields runrig, and Paſtures in 
Commonties. Every ſenſible Man will ſee, that, in 


conſequence of this Cuſtom, the Farmer muſt have 


| one half leſs Grain and Paſture, than he ought to 


have. In many Places of the North each Side of 
the Ridge is quite bare, and a little good Corn in the 


middle of it. 


Another great Impediment to Agriculture is, the 
numerous and undetermined Services paid to the 


Maſter. In many Places the Tenant is obliged to 


ſow and reap his Landlord's Farm; his own oy 


mult ſuffer by ſuch Services, for the Maſter wi 
have the beſt Seaſons for ſowing and reaping. Ma. 
ny inferior Services call off the Tenant from his 
| neceſſary Labour, and from that cloſs Attention, 


which 


(9) 


which Agriculture requires. — Acts of Parliament 
can be eaſily eluded. A Maſter clogs a Tack with 
more Services than he has Uſe for, or will ever de- 
mand; he ſets his Farm at an higher Rent, than it 
- afford to pay ; the Tenant is conſequently al- 
deficient both in Services and Rent. 
e Landlord takes all he can ſpare, ſo that a 
yo or bad Crop is indifferent to him, and he ab- 
ors all extraordinary 'Labour and Induſtry ; the 
Fruits of Which go to 3s toſs who never. toil. Pro- 
perty, and the Management of it, are juſtly held 
Brel ſo that this Abuſe muſt be re formed by the 
lenient Hand of Time. 
3 Another Hindrance of the Progreſs of Agrieul- 
© ture in the North, is ſaid to be the wretched Man- 
ners of the Commons. SEES 


4 
try, who conſtantly upbraid the common 9 
with Want of Fidelity, Hoy and Induſtry. 
true Scotſman can read the Hiſtory of his — Warn 
without being moved with Pity and Indignation. 
What infinite Miſchiefs has the ſuffered from the 
ryrannical Exerciſe of Power lodged without Con- 
troul, in the Hands of Subjects? 

All Europe has been indebted to us for Stateſmen, 
Generals, and Men of Genius and Learning. Our 
1 Countrymen have diſtinguiſhed themſelves for the 
Benefit of almoſt every Nation, except their own. 
All the fine Spirits of our Country fled from Hunger, 


Cold and Iron Oppreſſion, which rendered theſe E- 


ſing the Mind, to ſeek happier Fortunes in other 
Climes. Their Country maintained'them, ' educat- 
ed them, and brought them up to Manhood, and 
ey 
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All Strangers are ſure to hear this from the Gen- | 


vils more horrible, by enſlaving the Body and deba- | 
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they were loſt to her at their moſt uſeful Time of 
Life. In our Days, every young Fellaw of Spiri 


in the North, gocs abroad in Queſt of better For- 


tune; the Dregs remain at home fit to be Slaves, 
and often partaking of the wretched Manners and 


dad Qualities of that Condition of Life. I have of- 
ten heard it laid down as a Maxim, but never with- 
out Indignation, that all the Commons are Rogues, 


more or leſs; and few Gentlemen doubt the Truth 
of this Aſſertion, ſo inglorious to their Species, and 


ſo diſhonourable to themſelves.— If the Poſſeſſors of 


Property are Tyrants, their Tenants will be. Slaves ; 


if the former are proud, rapacious, revengeful and 
_ unrelenting, the latter will be mean, thieviſh, ſly, 
and fawning ; but, in a leſs Degree, becauſe they 

are more reſtrained. It is very cruel to upbrad _ 


the moſt uſeful, and molt abuſed Part of Mankind, 
for Crimes, Which are the almolt neceſſary Conſe- | 


_ quences of -OQppreſhion. 


I cannot forbear taking Notice of the frequent 

Executions for Theft, in the Northern Circuit fince 
the Rebellion: The unhappy Men who ſuffered, were 
biaſſed by Education, the ſtrongeſt of all Principles, 


and their native Prejudices were confirmed by Ha- 


bit, by Poverty, and Want of Induſtry; probably 
not many of the Jurics were free from the Crime 


of Oppreſſion, and 1 believe they were alſo igno- 
rant of the neceſſary ConneQtio\ betwixt that Crime 
and Theft. Bur it would have been both wiſe and 


humane, had thote concerned in the Scots Admini- 
ſtration procured a Mitigation of the Sentence. 

- - Baniſhment is the only proper Puniſhment of 
this Crime in the North. Many People in Edin- 


= burgh and in England, have North Country Servants, 


who £5 


who generally: prove faithful, honeſt and induſtri- 
ous ;. had they remained at home, they would pro- 
ared the unhappy Fate of many of 


© bably have 
their Countrymen. 


Some Authors have inſinuated, and I have heard 
it affirmed by many Perſons at Edinburgh, that the 
Non · improvement of Land in Scotland, has been ow- | 
ing in agreat Meaſure to the Prevalence of diſſaffe ed 


Principles in the North. There is not however {o 


much Diſſaffe ction in the North as theſe People ima- 


gine : And ſurely the Love of Power, firmly rivetted 


in the Breaſts of powerful Chiefs, is as general a 
Cauſe both of Diſſaffection, and of the low Progreſs 
of Agriculture, as can be aſſigned; for Men will na- 
 turally be prejudiced againſt equal Liberty and a free 
Conſtitution, which muſt flouriſh on the Ruins of 
their unconſtitutional and 


tyrannick Power. Many 
accidental Circumſtances co-operate with the Cauſes 
already mentioned, to iner 

Husbandman, and no doubt others happen, which al- 


leviate their Miſery : But, in general, it may be taken 


for granted, that the Cauſes, which retard Improve- 


ments, are ſtrong, and laſting ; whereas thoſe that 


counterbalance them, are ſlight and accidental. 


Men can very _— bear the Misfortunes of their 


 Fellow-creatures, and by a ſmall Refinement con- 
vert the Miſery of others to Bliſs. When any Lover 
of Liberry bewails the wretched Condition of the 


Northern Commons, the better Sort, who are not 


oppreſſed, reply inſtantly, and with great Indiffe- 


rence, that they know no better, thev chuſe no | 
better, and are as happy in their Way as the moſt 


free People on Earth: And their Divines and Philo- 
n 9 5 


e the Poverty of the 
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ſlophers admire the wonderful Wiſdom of Provi- 

dence, whichin ſpite of every outward Circumſtance, 
| renders all Mankind, by ſome ſweet Inchantment, 
_ equally happy. But ſurely nothing can be more falſe 
in Fact than ſuch Opinions; and no philoſophical 


Tenet can be ſo deſtructive of every thing that 


renders Society happy, as that which makes the 
| Deity indifferent to Wiſdom and Folly, to Virtue 
and Vice, to Liberty and Slavery, in his Diſtribution 
of Happineſs to Mankind, and to Nations. Modern 
Greece and Rome are not equal to the Antient, be- 
_ cauſe they have not the ſame Liberty; and ſurely 


no Man of common Senſe will believe that the Ruſ- 


ſian or Turkiſh Monarchies are as well conſtituted to 


promote human Happineſs, as Holland or Switzer- 


|S 7H . 2 
Many Friends of Liberty are of Opinion, that in 


all States, there is more Freedom the nearer you 
are to the Centre of Government, and leſs the far- 


ther you retire from it: As the Sun has more In- 
ffluence near the Equator, than in Regions which 


lye under the Poles. This Opinion will hold true 
of Monarchies governed by wile and good Princes; 


but in the Reign of a Tyrant it is good to live in 


the moſt remote Parts of the Nation. It is indeed 
probable, that in ſuch an extenſive Country as Bri- 


tain, Liberty cannot diffuſe much genial Heat to i 


Countries at a great Diſtance from the Centre of 


Government, In order to remedy this, and other 
| Defeats, almoſt neceſſary in very extenſive free 
| States, that eminent Patriot, Andre Fletcher of Sal. 
| 2on, propoſed a federal Britiſh Republic, conſiſting 

of ten ör twelve federal independent Diſtricts. 


The Scheme was worthy of a Man who under- 
TIE nf ſtood 


CW 3 
floodLiberty, and loved his Country fo well; he 


_ propoſed it at a proper Time, but his Country had | 


not Underſtanding and Virtue enough to embrace it. 

Many have concluded from the Populouſneſs of 
the Northern Coaſt and the Iſlands, that they enjoy 
as much Liberty as their Southern Countrymen; 


but this Populouſneſs is owing to ſeveral obvious | 


Cauſes : The Rudeneſs of Agriculture, the Want of 


uſeful Machines, and the Feuel, which is Pears, to- 


gether with Salmon-fiſhing, render a great Number 
of Hands neceſſary : People on the Sea-coaſt are ge- 
nerally the moſt prolifick; but what avails Popu- 
louſneſs without Liberty? There are not juſt now, 


nor have there ever been any great and uſeful pu- 


blick Works begun, and carried on by that great 


Multitude of Hands; nor have they ſerved any | 

' Purpoſe fo frequently, as that of diſturbing the Peace, | 
and endangering the Liberties of Britain; tho this 
is more properly their Mis fortune than their Fault. 
Unhappy Men! they belong not to the Publick, 
they have few of the Privileges of free Subjects, 


and are the Property of petty Chiefs and Lairds. 


There have been ſeveral Societies many Years paſt 


in Scotland, for Improvements in Agriculture, and 
Manufactures; we have one in Edinburgh at preſent 


not unlike that of Dublin. The Triſh Society has 


bz, been of Benefit to the Jriſb Linen Manufactures; 


it has farther increaſed the Value of Land, but the | 
Husbandman and the Peaſant are as dependent, 
 flaviſh, and beggarly as ever. Many Gentlemen | 
in Scotland have ruined themſelves by fantaſtick Im- 
provements, borrowed from Eng/and, but not adap- | 
ted to the Sail and Climate of Scotland. The moſt 
expenſive Improvements cannot render our Soil 5 

85 5 __ qual 


| of God and Nature. 


the Coun 
Five hundred Pounds per Year in every Lowland 
Northern County; let them give long Leaſes, free 
of burdenſome Services, on Condition that ſo much 


E 4 
qual to that of Naples, but it requires only com- 

mon Senſe, and a generous Good- will to Mankind, 
to render our eh — richer, freer and happier, - 
than thoſe in Countries where Nature has laviſhe 
her Bleſſings, with the moſt liberal Hand. Com- 
pare Naples and the moſt barren of the Swiſs Can- 


| Jons together, and we muſt be convinced that rich 
Soil, and high-rented Land make not an happy and 
flouriſhing People. 1 


The Cuſtom ſo frequent in Scotland of entailing 5 
Eſtates is an Enemy to Agriculture; moſt Entails 


reſtrict the Proprietor in giving long Tacks, the 


reat Part of them allow only of nineteen Years. 
he . ought to curb this Vanity, which is 
ſo hurtful to Society, and ſo repugnant to the Laws 


A Eſtates are now 


annexed to the Crown, in order to civilize the 5 
| Highlands: The Intention of the Legiſlature was 
good, and commendable, and, if it is rendered 


effectual, which is very doubtful, it will be pro- 
ductive of great Good. It is now too late to re- 
grete, that many Lowland forfeited Eſtates were ſold 
to the York-buildings eue who ſubſet them to 
Factors, a Generation of Men Enemies to all Im- 
provements, and who oppreſs the Tenants as much 
as they can, to fill their own Pockets. But it would 
be no Loſs to the Government, and a great Benefit to 

try, if they ſhould — 2 an Eſtate of 


of the Ground be incloſed, ſo much of it yearly 
fallowed, and ſo much Wheat, or other Grains, 


| yearly ſowed. The Tenant muſt not be a Gentle- 
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man, or Gentleman's Son, and muſt have no Power 
of ſubſetting. 1 . 
If Parties of Soldiers were quartered far North, 
and in the Iſles, with Leave given to every Man, 
Pho ſhall marry, to quit the Service, on his Corps 
being recalled, it would be of Service to theſe 
Countries, and the Army would have Plenty of 
| Recruits, to replace thoſe who may ehuſe to ſettle. 
I a Chelſea Penſioner, bred in England, the Lo- 
 thians, or near Dublin, to the Plow, or the Loom, 
had the Offer of twenty Shillings added to his an- 
nual Penſion, provided he would ſettle: in ſome 
Place of the North of Scotland, it would be of Uſe; _ 
and, as the wandering. Life of a Soldier renders all | 
| Places indifferent to him, many would embrace the | 
+ | have mentioned this, becauſe many Improve- [ 
ments were introduced by Over Gromwelt*s Sol- 
ers. The Diſcovery and Uſe of Marle in Orkney 
ys} VVV 
__ - Poor Men who muſt calculate the minuteſt Ar- 
ticle of Expence, who underſtand their own Buſi- 
nels, will always recede from the eſtabliſhed Cu- 
ſtoms of a Country by che {loweſt and fureſt Degrees, 
and this will induce the Inhabitants, ever tenacious | 
of old Cuſtoms, to imitate their Example. 
As the Government intends to reform the Figh- 
Lande, and have appropriated Funds for that Pur- 
ole;” his Majeſty's royal Bounty of a thouſand 
| Pounds : annum to the Church of Scotland ought 
| to be diſtributed for the Encouragement of Huſ- 
bandmen, Manufacturers, Fiſhers and Sailors, in 
| different Places of the North. Rae oh ad We. 
« Popery in Scotland is a meer Bugbear, it has loſt 


Wm ca as a 


allies wiſeſt Prieſts, and all its powerful Patrons. | 
Woes 1 ET Throughout 


| Throughout all our Nation, we have more Chriſti- 
an Knowledge, and leſs Popery than in Cugland. 


We want nothing but their Liberty, their Arts and 
At the Meeting of the Commitee for managing 


the — Bounty, an indifferent Spectator would 
nmaturall 


y imagine, from the Accounts given by.the 
Northern Clergy, that a Reward of two Hundred 


Pounds was to be given to that Miniſter, who had 
moſt Papiſts in his Pariſh ; in ſhort, the poor Papiſts 
are as much increaſed in their Numbers every Year 


as Falſtaff *s Men, and by the ſame Power of Imagi - 

nation. 5 5 . 
The Society for propagating Chriſtian Rnowlege 

are more than ſufficient for all the Purpoſes of 


| Religion in Scotland. They may alſo be uſeful in 


romoting Agriculture, Manufactures and Fiſheries. 


| Moſt People in the South imagine, that all religious 


publick Funds ſhould be empioyed-in converting 


Papiſts; but the Number of theſe is contemptible, 
and the proper Diviſion of religious Parties in Scot- 
Land, is not that of Papiſts and Proteſtants, but that 


of Presbyterians and Non-juring Epiſcopals ; and 


it is of more real Advantage to Society, to inſtruct 
twelve Boys in the uſeful Arts, (whoſe Education 
makes them fit to ſerve their Country) than to e- 
ducate one Hundred ſpiritleſs Papiſts. The Hands 


of uſeful Men ought to be ſtrengthened as much 


as poſſible. The natural Progreſs cf Arts and Re- 
ligion will not leave one Thouſand Papiſts in Scoi- 


land in thirty Years. 


As the Society has been of (mall Uſe to Religion, 


but of none to Liberty, the Government, if pollible, 


ſhould :ake their Funds into their own- Hands, and 


apply 


""F..: 1 


apply them effectually for promoting Liberty, Reli- 
2 every uſeful Wn. 


In order effectually to promote Agriculture, the 


.greateſt Encouragement ought to be given to fair 
rade, Manufacures and Fiſheries. The firſt Thing 


to be done to render Commerce flouriſhing, is to 
diſcourage Smuggling, the moſt univerſal Branch of 


Buſineſs in the North, a moſt pernicious Enemy to 
the Country, and real Induſtry. In all ſmall trading 
Towns, the only Men of Faſhion are thoſe who car- 

75 - an illicite Trade, and thoſe who are well paid to 
VV . 

5 All Clauſes in the Charters of Boroughs, which 

exclude ingenious Manufacturers, and Handicrafts, 


or which bind them down to ſevere Conditions, : 


ought to be annulled,  _ 


There are Defeats in the political Conſtitution of _ 
' Scotland, which have retarded the Progreſs of Agri | 
culture and of Liberty. England is at leaſt forty 


Times richer than Scotland, notwithſtanding which, 


2 Freehold of forty Shillings Sterling intitles an Eng- 


hi 


not Eſtates of eighty, or an Hundred Pounds Sterling 


per annum: So that there are many more Freehold- | 

ers in ſeveral Eng/iſh Counties, taken ſeparately, 
than there are in all Scotland. During the Mini- 
ſtry, which ſucceeded Sir Robert Walpole, our Re- 
preſentatives procured an Act of Parliament, which 


lleſſened the Number of Freeholders conſiderably. 
Their Country will neither bleſs nor thank them 


for it. The Pretence of this Act was to prevent | 


Confuſion, and undue Practices in Elections, which 
it has no Tendency to do; and though it could have 


produced ſuch an Effect, it was certainly paying two | = 
"ag om dear 


man to vote for a Knight of the Shire; whereas 4 
in our Country few are intitled to vote, who have 
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| the Dependence of the Tenant on his Maſter. Ihe 
_ Engliſh Conſtitution has contributed to make a rich, 


5 the Lothian Farmers. The Profits of Agriculture 


7 


43 _ 
dear for 2 Freedom from thoſe Inconvenieticies, 


| which are inſeparable from all Elections, to pur- 


chaſe it at the Expence of facred Liberty. It cer- 
tainly would be very fooliſh for a Man to cutoff all 


bis Limbs to be free from ſlight Pain. The Liberties 


t Number of 
Electors; and though they indulged us in ourſelfih 
Folly, they did not follow our Example. This 


of England depend much on the grea 


Defect of our Conſtitution keeps up the awful 
' Diſtance betwixt the high and the low; it intercepts 


every poor Man's View of a Publick; it keeps him 
ignorant that he is a free Citizen, and it increaſes 


free, and independent Set of Tenants, and to ren» = 


der all Men as equal as poſſible. Hence the mean- 
eſt Engi, 


ſhman is concerned for the Glory of his 


Nation, is jealous of its Liberties, and anxious a- 
bout the Exerciſe of Power, becauſe he is a free Ci- 
} rizen, and ſhares the Power, which rules himſelf 
aud the Nation. The Britiſb Parliament ought to 


rectify this Error of our Conſtitution, and no loyal 
Scotſman, who poſſeſſes a Freehold of twenty Su- 


|- lings Sterling a- Tear, ought to be excluded from vor. 
ing at Elections. Every Body knows that there is 


very little Diſaffection among the Commons of 


| Scotland. If the Engiiſh Miniſtry would give us on- 
Iv * TRTy, they need not be much afraid of 


Rebellions, for this would make Liberty, Induſtry, 


and Agriculture flouriſh, more than all the partial 


Efforts of the Legiſlature, and of private Men, fince + 
the Union. Our Elections in Boroughs ought to 
be by Poll, as in Eng/and. + F> 
No Set of Men are leſs intangled in Law-ſuits than 


are. 


C 2 1 


_ tifoggees and Writers. | 
In many Counties of the North, there are ſeve- 


the Counties, and the Difficulty of Communication 
berwixt Places ſeparated by Hills, Lakes, Moſſes and 

Friths. It is certain, that the Superior thereby gave 
| Bread to ſome hungry Dependents. Thefe puny 
e of a Pariſh or ſmall Diſtrict, beget Pleas 

75 

and it is their Intereſt to foment and protract them, 
and to perplex the Underſtandings of ſimple, honeſt 
Mien, and render them litigious. / The chief Subſti- 
tute, who reſides in the County-town, has a {mall Sa- 


mane and well meant Law, it may be propoſed, 


That the Depute · ſheriffs of the Northern Shires 


be Men born and bred in the South of Scotland. 
That they be obliged to conſtant Reſidence. 
That they hold their Offices for Life. 


That their Salaries be augmented at Jeaſt one Third | 1 


more. And 4ſt, 5 
That they be allowed no Subſtitutes. 


Perhaps, Juſtice of Peace Courts are of no Uſe in 


Many Schemes might be propoſed for the Ad- | 


vancement of Liberty and of Agriculture, but no 
ſenſible Plan can be executed, without much more 


n and muſt be ſoon ſwallowed by little pet · 


ral ſubſtirare-Sheriffs or Stewards. The Reaſons afs } 
_ Gigned for this Inſtitution, were the great Extent of 


great Abundance, as Flies in an hot Summer; 


lay from the Depute, fo that it is no Wonder to ſes 
.* that Place filled by Men of ſmall Knowledge and | 
Capacity. The Depute reſides in the County a few 
Months, and if he is a Native, he will have too great 
an Attarchment to old Cuſtoms. In order to'remedy | 
the Evils ariſing from the Defects of a moſt hu- 


publick and private Virtue, than our Country can boaſt | 


of. f | 
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of. When one reflects on the miſerable Educati - 
on of our great Men, he will wonder that they are 
not more unconcerned about the Happineſs of the 
poor Commons. Our Scots Gentry have of late 
commenced Farmers, this is certainly going out of 
their Sphere; their proper Buſineſs is to give due 
Encouragement to the Husbandman, and they will 
be more uſeful and ornamental to their Country, 
by applying themſelves to Philoſophy and the Scis 
ences, to the Law and the Army, than by follow- _ 
ing the Plough : Or, if they muſt have rural Amuſe. 
ments, let them confine themſelves, like the old 
} KRomanDidators, to their Gardens and a few Acres of 
i» | Land. In 7taly, Barbary or Aſia, where indulgent 
” Nature provides the Neceſſaries of Life almoſt ſpon- 
e | taneouſly, Tyranny may be tolerable; but in our _ 
d Country, where Nature deals her Gifts with a ſpar. 
w | ing Hand, where the Soil is barren, and the Cli> 
at mate wretchedly bad, and where all the Neceſhries 
ly {| of Life are purchaſed by great Labour, Tyranny is 
2- |} a-more hideous Monſter than the Poets have ever 
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